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Means, ELL. met, Neighbour : 
you ſeem to be in a 
heat 

Traem. Ay, well I may, I have been at 
the Bagnio. 

Me a. What Bagnio ? 

Truem. The Bagnio in e. reer 
] believe it was never ſo heated fince the 
Sweating-trade began : and when I was 
there, I'd have given twice the Money to 
get out again, that others pay to go in. 

Meanw. What was the matter, | beſeech 
you ? 

Truem. The matter | why, I have been 
at a Lecture there: but had | been at 4 
Quakers filent Meeting in the mean time, 
twould have contributed more to my Eaſe, 
and as much to my Edification. 


A 2 M. Fy, 


21 
M. Fy, Neighbour ! methinks you talk 
_y lightly, but pray explain your (elf. 
— by this Afternoon, I remem- 
ber'd 't efture day there, and fancy d 
it might be the celebrated — 
turn, whom I was very defirous to hear: 
Coming near, | was ſoon confirm d in my 
Opinion, for there was ſuch's preſs at the 
Door, that l. knew it muſt” be ſome nen- 


_ that draw'd that Crowd —— 
In 


ort, at the expence of _ 
zing and thruſting, I; got in nongl th 
reſt, and found | was not 


M. 1 wiſh with all m my AF hed been 
there, for I have heard he is an Extraerdi- 
nary Perſon. 

T. He is indeed a moſt Extraordinary 
Perſov, and 1 wiſh, as you ſay, with all my 
Heart, - that you had, been there in my 
ſtead; 

M. Prithee what's the matter withyou? 
it ſcems you are not ſo well pleas d 

Z. You're in the tight i am nos: bad 
his Foolery lay another way, I ſhou'd have 
been well diverted ;- but-when I hear Reli- 
gion wade 4 Farce of, and Sacred things 
turn d into Ridicule, it provokes my indrg+ 
nation, not my laughter. 

M. Sure you don' i mean this of 
Mr. P—x Why man ! he's one of the 

moſt 
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M. How vainly you talk, Neighbour ! 
I always took you for a ſober Man, but I 
begin now to be afraid you are revolted to 
the Enemy's'Party ; you'd never elſe talk. 
ſo unbecomingly of ſo gosd a Man, and ſo 
painful a Preacher. 
I. I find, Sir, you are either mi/iuform'd 
concerning Mr. 7, or elſe you want 
to be (or right in your Judgment. If you 
pleaſe, we'll have an hours Diſcourſe, and 
theo, I doubt not, we ſhall be both of a 
mind as to the Man and his way of Preach- 


yy With all my Heart; if you will, 
we'll ſtep into Sze's here hard by, tis a 
ſober Houſe, you know, and there we may 
talk without diſturbance. 

T. Ay, provided that Eternal Wrangler 


5 1 bent there; he who talks and 


writes againſt every-body, and only aims 
at the Honour of being anſwer d, which he 
never yet could attain to; for all Parties 
look upon him as a more troubleſom than 

dan- 


[4] 


dangerous Enemy; and I am inform d, 
that his Friends the Quakers would give a 
Thouſand pound that Feirb and Lefty talk d 
to as little purpoſe as he. 

M. Well, but now to ow Purpoſe, You 
ſee the Coaſt is clear, I defire therefore to 
know what tis you ſaw or heard could- 
make you take ſuch diſtaſte at Mr. . 

T. I ſhall firſt give you ſome ſmall ac- 
count of his Sermon in general, or rather 
ſhow you how unacecuntable a Sermon 
'twas. His Text was, Colo. 3. 1,2. If ye 
be then riſen with Chriſt, feel thoſe things 
which are above, where Chriſt futteth on t 
right band of God. Set your AffeTFions on 
things above, and not on things on the Earth. 
His whole Diſcourſe was Explication, as 
he call'd it, but twas really ravg/ing his 
Text. The Doctrin, he told us, he could 
not get at; meaning, I ſuppoſe, that there 
was a mighty heap of Rubbiſh in the way, 
which muſt be clear'd off firſt : ar laſt he 
made a 8 incom- 
parable Obſervation : © The things above 
« ({ays he) are not Saints and Angels, for 
« we are not to ſet our AﬀeRions upon 
« theſe, { fearing, T imagine, that ſome of 
his Auditory might miſtake his meaning, 
and fall ſtark mad in love with a Saint, or 
be paſſionately fond of an Angel] “but 


(con- 
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© (continues he) the Offices of Chriſt : We 
© are to love them, and ſet our Aﬀections 
© on them, becauſe they are in Chriſt, and 
„He is at the right Hand of God. Now 
if the whole of this be not partly fooliſh, 
and 12 unintelligible, I'll give up the 
Cauſe, and be bound to hear another of his 
Diſcourſes. 

M. Take heed, Sir, you know what 
St. Paul ſays, x Cor. 1. —— For the 
caching of the Croſs u to them that periſh 
2 i =. 6 — — ar 
i the of God. For it u written, I 
will deftroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and wil 
bring to nothing the underſtanding of the 
prudent. Whereby, 1 —_— is meant, 
that the Doctrin of Chriſt to Carval and 
— "4 Men ſeems both fooliſh and 

«xintebigible. 
T. I wiſh, Neighbour, you were as skil- 
ful in applying as you ny at quo- 
ing Scripture. The that Text 
is, the Croſs of Chriſt, viz. that Chriſt,the 
great Saviour of the World, even God Al- 
mighty himſelf, ſhould take upon him the 
form of a Servant, and ſuffer for our Sins 
« ſhamefal Death upon the Croſs ; thy is 
that which is Fooliſbneſs, an idle Tale, to 
thoſe who periſh in their Unbelief ; thu is 
that which deſtroys the Wiſdom of the 
Wiſe, 


[5] 


Wiſe, which the moſt clear-Fighted Philo- 


ſopher, by the naked «narmd Eye of his 
Reaſon, is not able to apprehend; So that 
this was not written to countenance the 
uumeaning Cant, and unintelligible Jargon 
of an Ignorant Pretender, but to recom- 
mend the plain ſaving Doctrin of Chriſt 
crucify'd. 

M. I confeſs you have Reaſon. But 
proceed, 

T. After having wander'd a while in 
the maze of his own indigeſted Thoughts, 
and crude Notions, about Adam's Fall, de- 
liver'd in Langvage I can neither remem- 
ber nor imitate, he at laſt came to tell us, 
That Sinners muſt come to Chriſt, and 
not to Moſes : As for his part, (he ſaid) 
that from 8 to 18 years of age he had 
* mortgag'd his Soul to Moſes, but was 
« then convinc'd that he muſt come to 
« Chriſt, and lay hold of his Offices. Be- 
* fore that, when he ſinn d, he pray'd and 
« repented, and then all was well; when 
* he ſinn'd again, he pray d and repented 
again, and then all was well again; but 


& now he had learnt to come to Chriſt : 


* and you Sinners, (roar'd he out in a dif- 
mal obſtreperous voice) you muſt come 
* to Chriſt, 


M. And 


r 
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M. And is't not true, that Sinners muſt 
come to Chriſt? for who elſe is able to 
caſe them of the burden of their Sins? 

T. You ſay right, but it muſt be with 
and Repentance, which he ſeems to 
intimate are Moſaical and Legal Rites, and 
of no uſe to a Chriſtian. 

M. How do you collect that? 

7. Even from his own words, which if 
they have any meaning at all, it muſt be 
that: for, if you obſerve, twas when he 
had mortgag d bu Soul to Moſes, as he loves 
to expreis tumſelt, that he pray d and re- 
pented, &c, but now ſays he, I have learnt 
to come to Chriſt, That is, I have diſen- 
cumber'd my Soul, I am out of the power 
of Legal Moſaical Rites, | am above Prayer 
and Repentance : by which he plainly in- 
timates, either that he is ſince he came to 
Chriſt, as he terms it, in a ſtate of perſecti- 
on, and fo never fins at all; or elſe, that a 
true Chriſtian, when he ſins, need not pray 


and repent. Both which are as falſe as he 


is ignorant, and Principles only fit for a 
Diſciple of Mr. Dav 5. 

M. If that be his meaning, he is in the 
wrong, and ſpake unadviledly : for tis 
certainly true, that he that ſaith be has 
no. Sin is a Lyar; and that in Chriſt's 
Goſpel, Prayer and Repentance are more 

"Sp tre» 


LY 
frequently and more warmly recommen- 
ded to us, than ever they were before; ſo 
that it's plain he cannot be without Sin ; 
and if he does fin, Chriſtianity obliges him 
to Repentance for that Sin, and Prayer 
for Forgiveneſs, and more Grace for the 
future. But I rather believe his meaning 
was good, tho not ſo clearly expreſt. 
7. If ſo, can that man be fit to 

the Goipel who expreſſes bimſelt after ſach 
a rate, as naturally leads his Hearers into 
ſo groſs an Error? The reſt of his Diſ- 
courſe was an unmethodical, incoherent 
Jargon, a Lottery of Scripture-words 
drawn at a venture, without either Order 
or Deſign : la ſhort, an empty noiſe with- 
out a meaning, and to as little purpoſe as 


the thumping of his Pulpit, which, for the · 


molt part, founded in nonſenſical conſort 
with his words. And yet I could nat 
withaut indignation obierve, that ſuch 
ſtuff as this, wt the poor ignorant Audi- 
tory a ſiglung and weeping, as if it had 
reaily touch d them with a ſenſe of their 
Sins. 

M. This I ſhould take tor a certain and 
evident ſign, that his Diſcourſe did ſo . 
fed them ; and that there was more in it, 
either than you apprehended, or than you'll 
conſeſs. 

T. Not 


———— 
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T. Not at all; for thoſe poor deluded 
Creatures are always thus prevail'd upon, 
to weep they know not why, and ſigh for 
— know not what, purely by dint of 
noiſe and whine. I my ſelf have ſeen em 
do ſo at the Door of a Meeting, where | 
could not hear one articulate found ; and, 
for oughe they knew, the good man u ith- 
in, might have been at the ſame time, read- 
ing a Play or Proclamation in that affect. 
ing tone. And therefore, notwithſt :nding 
this, Mr. 7— may be, and really us, a 
bold nndertaking Man, without Learning or 
Parts, an ignorant Inſtruttor, and fitter to 
belabour an Awvil than a Cuſhion. 

M. Methinks, Neighbour, you're too 
ſharp. 

T. If I am ſharp, tis becauſe I am zen- 
lous for the Intereſt of Religion in general, 
which muſt needs ſuffer by the manage- 
ment of ſuch Impotent Pretenders; and 
am aſham'd to ſee any of our Perſwaſion 
encourage a Man, who will be a laſting 
ſcandal and reproach to us. 

M. If he be ſuch as you repreſent him, 
whence is it that he is ſo much follou d 
and admir'd? 

T. Novelty it ſelf pleaſes, and he is a 
New Man ; to which add, that he talks 
without book, is very arrogant in his Aſſer- 

B 2 tions, 
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104 
tions, and was dubbd a Preacher by 
Mr. Dv. 

. Are theie Qualities ſufficient to make 
a Man popular ? 

T. Whatel(e! If great Learning, pro- 
found Judgment, and a ſerious, grave Deli» 
very Were now in vogue, you would hard- 
ly find ſo much room where Mr. M-—r5s 
and Mr. f preach, and ſo little 
where Ie and t amule the 
Populace with ridiculous Jingle, inſtead of 
good ſound Doctrine. 

M. As for that matter, Mr. Co—s need 
not want an Auditory, if he would take 
the right method of getting one: and tis 
his own 1ault he is not crowded as well as 
his Neighbours. 

7. Why fo? 

M. Becauſe he deadens his Diſcourſes 
by reading them, and takes away that 
lively effect they would have upon 
Peoples Minds, did he deliver them at- 
ſectionately, without the uſe of Notes. 
And for my part, I muſt needs own, I 
had rather hear a plain honeſt Sermon 
preach'd without book, than a much bet- 
ter, when read without warmth or con- 
cern, 


T. You 
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T. You have now at once ſpoken the 
Mind of a multitude of People; and ſince 
'tis ſo prevailing an Error you lie under, 
I will do my endeavour to clear this 
point to you. You adore any one that 
prates without book, let it be to never ſo 
litt le purpoſe ; and the Reaſon you gene- 
rally bring for it is, That a Man can't 
preach ſo affeFionately within book as 
without. But this is not your main dar- 
ling Reaſon ; that you pocket up, and on- 
ly pleaſe your ſelves with, ſeldom daring 
openly to urge it, as if you were (as in- 
deed you ay t to be) aſham d of it. 

M. Pray Sir, under favour, what may 


that be ? 


J. Why, Sir, tis this; you think that 
reading a compos d Diſcourſe is a tinting 
the Spirit. 

M. To tell you the truth, I do think 
ſo, and ſhall not eaſily be brought to be · 
lieve the contrary : for he that binds him- 
ſelf up to Words of his own compoſing, 
deprives himſelf of the free Dictates of the 
Holy Spirit, and ſeems to prefer his own 
compolure, to thole Words which God 
would put into his Mouth. 

T. Now all's out; and is this the rea- 
ſon you are all ſo much in love with un- 
ſtudy'd extemporary Preaching ? 


Alt 
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M. It is: nor d l believe that you can 
give me a better Realon to make me out 
of love with it. | 

T. That may eaſily be done, when 1 
have ſhewn firft, that your pretence to the 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit in thoſe caſes, is 
idle, wnwarrantable, and wicked ; that it 
proceeds from a mixture of groſs Igno- 
rance and high Preſumption; and that no 
Man has, or can (according to the general 
Order and Oeconomy ot Chriſtianity 
have ſuch Aſſiſtance as you mean. 

M. O Sir, I am glad I have at laſt 
found you out; I was indeed at firſt a little 
ſtagger d by ſome of your plauſible Rea- 
fons, but now I know what Judgment 
ought to be made of all you ſay, fince you 
deny the Aſſiſtance afforded by the Holy 
Spirit to God's Miniſters, 

T. I find, Sir, you have got a chari- 
table way of miſtaking a Man, before 
you have heard him out. I did not 
deny that God's Miniſters were aſſiſted 
by his Holy Spirit in their Duty ; but that 
he does it in that manner and meaſure, you 
and thoſe of your ſtamp pretend to, 1 ut- 
terly deny ; and hope to convince you of 
the unreaſonableneſs of fuch an Opinion. 
You ſay, that preaching a ſtudy'd Diſ- 

courſe 
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courſe is a ftinting the Spirit : which you 
explain thus; He that binds himſelf up to 


Words of his own deprives 
himſelf of the tree Dictates ot the Holy 
Spirit, and ſeems to prefer his own Com- 
poſure to thole words which God would 
put into his Mouth. From which, tis 
plain, you believe, that your extemporary 
Preachers deliver what the Holy Spirit 
dictates to them, in words which God puts 
into their Mouths. That is in plain 
terms, that both the Thoughts and Ex- 

eſſious of their Sermons are immediate- 
y inſpir d into em. And this is an idle, 
unwarrant able and wicked Pretence : Jule, 
and unmarrantable, becauſe the holy Scrip- 
ture no where promiſes ſuch an extraor- 
dinary Aſſiſtance, to any after the Apo- 
ſtles; and wicked, becauſe it makes the 
Holy Spirit the Author of all that Non- 
ſence, which thoſe Men ſo often deli- 
ver. Tis true, at the firſt promulgation 
of the Goſpel, Jelus Chriſt was pleas d to 
furniſh his Miniſters with Extraordinary 
Gifts, in a miraculous manner, and to con- 
firm their Doctrine by Signs and Won- 
ders; but ſince tne eitabliſhment ot the 
Chriſtian Religioa in the World, it has 


| been ſupported in an ordinary courſe of 


Provi- 


- which they receive from God, is a Ble 


[14] 
Providence; Men of Parts and Learning 
being converted and added to the Church, 
became uſeful Preachers of the Word, by 
an orderly improvement and exerciſe of 
their Rational Faculties : By Meditation 
and Study, they found out Matter and 


Method, tor the inſtruction of their Hea- 


rers, the convincing of Sinners, and edifi- 
cation of Saints. Theſe are the Ends of 
Preaching, and in theſe, the Aſſiſtance 


upon, and a furtherance of their honeſt 
painful Endeavours after True Knowledge, 
and a diſpoſal ot the Hearts of their Hea - 
rers, to receive ſincerely and affectionate- 
ly, thoſe Goſpel-Truths which they ratio- 
nally propoſe to 'em. Now therefore, the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are not to expect 
miraculous Aſſiſtances in their Work, but 
they ought by ſtudy and diligent applica» 
tion, to prepare their Diſcourſes, and to 
make uſe ot all Rational Helps in order 
thereto. And certainly Writing is the 
moſt proper way of ſtudy, whether Read- 


' ing be of delivery or not. Now, when 


the Preacher has thus compos d ſuch a 
Diſcourſe as he thinks may be uſetul to 
the Hearer, tis, as to himſelf, all one 
whether he read this Sermon to 'em, -_ 
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deliver it memoriter. As to the Peo- 
ple, I will allow, thar there be a 
difference between the fame Sermon 
read, and deliver d memoriter : but the 
difference is indeed very ſmall in it 
lelf, being chiefly grounded on Preju- 


I Appeal to your own Obſervation, 
whether the read Sermons be not al- 


$ no ing againſt mat- 
2 
The Men you 


1. 
85 
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o 
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has converted num- 
his coming to Town, as 
Country whence he 


FS 
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well 
came. 


C T. I pray 
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Vuich its Duty. And This is the 


ſhall give you my Opinion of the mat- 


ter. Converſion confiſts in 'a change of 
the Will and Aﬀettions, which are uni- 
verſally vitiated and corrupted ; Theſe 
ere by the Power of God rectiſied, and 
turn'd towards'their proper Obj 
previous to which, it is neceſſary 
the Mind be euligbten d, and the Under- 
ſtanding imprels'd with the 
of the condition of the Soul, 


T7 


LE 


Fl 


of God,' 


clare ha Word to the People, 
might Ku the Will of God 
from their Sins, and live. 
Work muſt be perform'd » 
to reaſonable Creatures, 
the Examples we find in Holy 
where DoQrines are taught clearly, Pro- 
cepts laid down plainly, atteaded with 
Promiſes for the encouragement of the 
Obedient, and inferced' with Threat- 
nings to the Diſobedient. But what's 
all chu to our purpoſe > A Man comes 

into 
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his hour in perſect Cant; is this to 
preach the Goſpel ? Is this to infirus 
Sinners > This indeed may make E- 
thufiaſts, but | ſurely can never, make 
true Converts. And | would to God 
thoſe Perſons who are to examine theſe 
pretended Comnerts, would take a ſtrict 
account of their Xuowledge, as well bs 
Light, as ay as Heat, 
accompanies: the Divine Impreſſions, and 
where one appears without the other, 
tis to be fear d that it proceeds — 
from ſparks of their own 
and conſequently that theſe poor Crea 
tures are not ready comverted, but on- 
ly deluded, and amazed ;: ſince that 
which warms: the Affections, without 
informing the judgment, is only a fa//e 
glaring Fi „that may dee und con- 
found em, but cn never light and di- 
ret} em io. the way of tree Godli- 
neſs, From all chis it follows, chat the 
Wotk of Converſion is ta be carried 
an by regular and reaſonable means, by 
Godly and Pettinent Diſcourſes ; and 
not by a Man's boldly verituring to 
ſpeak in the Church, provided with 


2 no- 


moſt confeſs, you have con- 
vine'd me that's Preacher ought to pre- 
fare his Diſcourſes beforehand ; and 1 
know that very. few have that Giſt of | 
Memory. as to deliver them without 
reading: from whenep follows this Dif- 
ficulty, that they cant be ſpoken fo 
—— they ought to be, and, 

by cannot be ſo des 
impreſs d on the Minds of the People. 
Met hinks if this Object ion could be an- 
{wer'd, I ſhould be very well e 
with what you ſay. 

T. You'll ſoon anſwer that ion | 
to your ſelf, when I have inform d you 
_ es ne really is; 
and that you have a wrong | 
notion of it. An aſſectionate Delivery 
therefore I ſuch — ma- 

ement of the Speech, that every pe- 
— ſhall be infore d upon the Niger ef 
the Auditory, and as it were e 
their 


3887.7 


[19 J 


their attention: and this is to be done, 


by giving each word in the whole Diſ- 


courſe its de weigbe. When any Do- 
ctrine, ot Precept, is laid down, it 
muſt be in a grave, compos d ac- 
cent. When ctice is inforced , it 
maſt be with a decent and manly 
warmth ; whereby we may perceive, 
that the Preacher is really engag d in 
the Cauſe 'he; would carry on.. And 
where good ſence is thus: deliver'd, it 
is all that's requiſite on the Preacher's 
part, to make it have its due eſſect 
upon the Minds of thoſe that hear ir. 
_ 5 a dead, heavy, 
careleſs ing over a Diſcourſe, as 
if *ewere a Shook boys Part, or an 
Oath tender d at the Quarter-Seſſions ; 
ſo it alſo rejects a noiſy, aneven Tone, 
ridiculous and laborious Geſtures and 
Grimaces ; all that intolerable Medley 
of belowing, ſtretching, thumping, ſtare- 
ing , whining," ſtamping , gaping , and 
weeping ; in ſhort, all that magnificent 
exerciſe of the Zands, the Feet, the 
Head, the Bible, the Cuſbioas, and the 


' Lungs, which thoſe precious affetionate 


Preachers generally furniſh out their 


Farce with. 


M. By 
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being arregent in bis Aſſertions ; | don't 
very well know what you mean by it, 
or in what reſpe& you urge it upon him 
as a Fault. $I | 


io any other Perſon, becauſe the 
jects he.treats on are of greater 
ment and-concern than any other ; 
the Errors deliver d by him, 
to his Hearers, if receiv'd. 


2 
TILL 


1 


4 


2 


4 


Meſſage boldly, and with Authoruy. 
And we ſind St. Paul, Epbeſ. VI. 19, 20. 
entreats the „That together 


mig 9 
he might open bis mouth boldly, to make 
inows the - Myſtery. of the Goſpel 3 for 


which 


"REDO RTE 
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which he was au Ambaſſador in Bonds, 


' that therein he might ſpeak boldly, as he 


ought to ſpeak. 

7. Right Sir, and no doubt, but 
with ſubmiſſion to better Judgments, and 
by your leave Sir, are Expreſſions alto- 
gether unbecoming the Pulpit : For 
a Man ought to ſpeak nothing there, 
but what he can deliver boldly, and 
with Authority, but that Authority is 
not his own. The Apoſtle ſtiles him- 


| felf an Ambaſſador; that is, one who 


brings a Meſſage from another, and 
muſt produce his Credentials for what 
he fays. And whilſt the Preacher 
{peaks the Words of GO D, or what 


is deduced from, and agreeable to 
them, his Diſcourſe ought to be re- 
ceiv'd as an Embaſſy from the Mof# 
High: that is, with Humility, Aﬀe- 


ion, and Reverence. Bat any devia- 
tion from his Commiſſion, is to be 
rejected with diſdain. And thus we 
find that great Apoſtle of the Ges- 
tiles you mention'd, always delivering 
himſelf. With the Heathen he argues 
from Rational Principles, and ſome- 
times illuſtrates his matter by Quo- 


- tations from their own Authors. To 


D the 
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the Jews he proves the Truth of the 
* Chriſtian Religion, from the Writi 
| of Moſes and the Prophets. To 
® already Diſcipled, he urges the Aut ho- 
rity of Chriſt, and the immediate Di- 
ctates of the Holy Spirit; and all this 
in a wavly Air, and with a 
boldneſs, as God's Ambaſlador, and an 
Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt. But what's 
this to Mr. P——s He comes bold- 
ly into the Pulpit, tells his Auditors 
upon his own XAnowledge and Experience, 
That Chriſtians need not Repent of their 
Sins. 

M. But you granted that he might 
mean otherwiſe, tho his Words ſeem'd 
to carry that ſence. 

T. Tis all one for that, a Man is 
guilty of the higheſt Arrogance, when 
he delivers a Ly with the Face of Au- 
thority, whecher he knows it to be fo 
or no: . for as | told you before, a 
Preacher's Authority only reaches, to 
the delivery of what be knows to be 
Truth. ls t not the higheſt Im 
in the World, for a Man, when his 
Brains are upon an uuaccountable Ram- / 
ble, to impoſe whatever he meets in 
his way, be it never fo falſe or foo- 


liſh, 
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liſh, upon his Auditory, as if twere a 
Divine Truth? to turn his Nonſence 
into an Article of Faith, and ſet his 
own idle Dreams in the ſame Light, and 
upon the level with the Word of God? 
Muſt what he prates to the unediſying 
of his Hearers, and the /erting em 
back in the knowledge of their Duty, 
be urg'd with as ' much weight as the 
living Oracles of GOD? By what 
Authority does he tell us, That the Of- 
fices of Chriſt are thoſe things above, 
which we muſt ſet our Affections on? 
The true Character of a Miniſter of 
Chriſt could not bear him out. in ſuch 
a bold, wnmeaning Aſſertion; much leſs 
the w/wrp'd one, to which he has no 
more Title than ma to Sence or 
Learning. This is the Arrogance with 
which Mr. P— is overſtockt's, and 
which «nqualifies him for a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, as much as his Ignorance, 
with which he is no leſs abundantly 
furniſh'd. 

M. 1 can't help taking notice, Neigh- 
bour, that in all you have ſaid you ſeem 
to inſiſt too much upon Learning, as if 
that were a neceſſary Qualification for a 
Miniſter. 

D 2 7.Why 


| 
| 
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7. Why what think you of it ? 

M. Truly 5 tis ſo far = 
being a nece Qualification, 
— it's a vain human Acguiſit ion, 
ſerving only to Worldly Ends, and 
very trequently diſcountenanc'd in Scri- 
pture. 

7. A very worthy Opinion you 
have of it I find. And pray, Sir, 
what may be the cogent Reaſons that 


induce you to believe this? for I al- 
ways took it for quite another thing, | 


and ſhould have been as apt to believe 


that Piety was promoted in the Play- 
houſe, as that Learning was diſcounte» 
nanc'd in the Scripture. 

M. Neighbour, you have been ſo 
kind as to ſet me right in ſome Parti- 
culars that I miſapprehended, and there- 
fore I think my ſelf bound in grati- 
tude to inform you in my turn, You 
muſt know then that Learning's a vain 
thing, becaule it does not promote, but 
rather hinder, the knowledge of thoſe 
things that Chriſtianity teaches us ; it 


- 2 wr. ea”w ae * ac „ 


ſerves only to worldly ends, becauſe thoſe | 


that poſſeſs it aim at nothing but Repu- 
tation or Preferment ; and that it's fre- 


quently diſcountenanc'd in Scripture, I 1 


can 


| 
/ 
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cah ſhew you, by producing my Autho- 
ity from thence. 


Hangman 
all Languages talk Treaſon, and all 
CE — 

is 15 a heavy Charge, Neigh- 
: but won't it be — 
ile to ſee whether it can be made 


of thoſe things which Chriſtianity tea- 
ches us ? 

M. Tis plain from Experience. ls't 
not Learning that contrives and ſup- 
ports all Herefies > Don't your Deiſts, 
Atheiſts, Socinians, and all that ſwarm 
of wicked ©/nbelievers and Misbelievers 
draw all their Arguments from the 
Principles of Philoſophy, and the very 
Springs of Nature, as they call it ? 
Or was there ever any falſe Opinion 
ſtarted in the World, which had not 


Lear- 


— — 
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Learning for its ſource, and for its de. 
? From hence tis plain, that 
ſince it promotes, and ſupports, all 
Atheiſm and Hereſy in the World. 
T. Neighbour, you've ſaid juſt as 
much againſt ing, as if you'd (aid 


nothing at all ; for the very ſame Ar- 
gurmeat may be turn d againſt the Word 
of God it ſelf : Have not all the He- 
reticks that ever appear in the Church, 
pretended to draw their Opinions and 
Follies from thence > Don't they ſup- 
port their falſe Hypotheſes by Texts of 
Scripture ? 

M. But thoſe Texts they E 
and either do not, or will not and 
aright. 

7 Now, Neighbour, you have an- 
ſwer'd your own Argument; for tis 
the miſapplication of Learning, and the 
not anderſt and ing, or the ing, that 
Philoſophy they to, that's the 
Foundation of all Errors. And as the 
true and genuine Interpretation of the 
Scriptures, confutes their Arguments 
drawn from thence; ſo by a right uſe 
of Learning and Philoſophy, you turn 
their Artillery againſt themſelves ; and 

beat 


lieve that Learning is not à Prejudice 
to Ctu:lianity > Don't St. Pas him- 
ſelf lay, x Cor. 18. 1. that Anowledge 
puffeth up If therefore Knowledge 
pufferh up, does it not hinder a Chri- 
ſtian from learning his Duty, ſince 
Pride is the greateſt Enemy to Inſtru- 
Ction ? 

J. Truly, Sir, you have — a 
Text here, that ſupports your Cauſe 
mainly wel, You might have turn d 


back in your Bible, and have quoted 


the firſt Verſe in it to as much pur- 
pole. 

M. Your Servant Sir! I have no more 
to ſay to you! I find you're upon a 
merry pin. If you'd laugh, find ſome- 
body elſe 


. But why in ſuch a Paſſion, Neigh- 
bour ? 
M. Are not you the moſt provoking 
Man in the World 2 What you can't an- 
ſwer, you laugh at. 


T. Well, 


| [ 39) 

. Well Sir, fit down again, and I'll 
try to. anſwer you, if you'll hear me. 
You _ know _ — by A 
Knowledge that  puffeth « Apoltle 
no — —— than he does 
the Black Art, or the ſeven deadly 
Sins. But St. Paul is here diſcourſi 
of Chriſtian Liberty, that is, the Pri- 
viledge Chriſtians have in matters in- 
different, to take their choice of doing 
or not doing them, as they ſhould 
think fir. And 'tis the Knowledge of 
ths Chriſtian Liberty that, as he ſays, 
puſſeth up ; that is, tis apt ſome- 
runes to make a Man deſpiſe, and 
lord it over his weak —— Who 
perhaps is icrupulous where he need not 
be ſo. 

M. But I have another Text which 
you cannot evade, and that's Colofſ. 
Il. 2. Beware leaſt any man ſpoil you 
thro' Philoſophy and vain deceit, after 
the Traditions of Men, after the Rudi- 
ments of the World, and not after Chriſt. 
This ſhews that Learning is diſcounte- 
nanc d in Scripture, 

7. Really, Sir, you have made a 
home thruſt now, but you are wide 
yet; Learning may live ſtill 2 

the 
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the help of a Chyrurgeon, for any hurt 
you have done. The Philoſophy, and 
vain Deceit he mentions here, is not 
Learning in general, but ſome particu- 
lar Traditions of Men, about worſhip» 
ping of Angels, New Moons, and Sab- 
baths, &c. as you will ſee, if you turn 
your Eyes forward to the 16th Verſe, 
and ſo on to the end of the Chap» 
ter. And let me, Neighbour, once for 
all, give you this Advice, never to make 
uſe of a Text in Scripture to prove any 
thing, till you know, by what goes be- 
fore and after it, whether 'twill be to 
your purpoſe. 

M Well, for all this, I have an Ar- 
gument againſt Learning, which does 
not depend upon any particular place 
in the Holy Scripture, but upon our 
Saviour's own Practiſe ; and tis this: 
Our Saviour knowing that Men of 
Learning were proud, and unteachable, 
choſe his owo Diſciples, who after 
him were to convert the whole World, 
out of the ignorant aud unlearned Peo- 
ple : which plainly ſhews, that he 
thought Learning, to be a hindrance to 
that 3 which he was bringing 
into the World. 


E T. The 


( 32 

T. The Learned Men in his Time, 
were generally Heads, or violent Abet- 
tors, of ſeveral Sefs, and Opinions, as 
Phariſees, Sadducees, Fc. and therefore 
when our Saviour appcar d, with s de- 
ſign to ſet »p 4 new Opinion, and make 
himſelf Head of a new Sed, tis no 
Wonder that they who were fo preju- 
dicd, and intereſted before, in their 
own Parties, refus'd to come over to 
his: and that being Doctors already 
themſelves, they ſhould think it ſcorn 
to ſit again at à Teacher's Feet, and 
become Diſciples anew: This was ove 
reaſon, why not many Wile were cal 
led. The Arguaient you make uſe of 
therefore, proves thus much ; That our 
Saviour did indeed find the Learned 
Men at the time of his coming, a per- 
verſe, overweening, unteachable Genera- 
tion; becauſe of their Pre-ingagemenes, 
and [ntereſts, and therefore rejeRtegd 
them, and choſe avlearned Mes for his 
Diſciples. But then, when he left 
them, be ſent his Holy Spirit upon 
em, to ſupply that Defe# wuh a 
power pf ſpeaking in all Tongues, and 
upon all Occaſions with the Wiſdom of 
God; and their want of Learning, was 
abun- 
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abundantly up by Know! 
from above, So that what —— 
inftead of making againſt Learning, 
proves directly for it; ſince GOD him- 
ſelf has approv'd the Conveniency of it, 
by giving it miraculouſly to thoſe who 
had it not, and who otherwiſe could 
never have = fo fit Inſtruments, of 

opagating his Holy Word. 

8 2 af 501 apprehend, ** 
that What you faid laſt is a fair An- 
fwer ; for 'tis Human Learning we are 
diſputing about, and you teil me the 
Apoſtles were inſpir'd with Divine 
Learning. Now | grant you, that ir 
would be an abſurd thing, to ſuppoſe 
that what God himſelf reaches, ſhould 
be condemn'd in his Word. But my 
Objectioa was againſt Man's Lear- 


ning. | 
J "This is not very materia}, for 
what T have faid, ſhews the manifeſt 
ſe of Learning in the Miniſtry; and 
nee God has not thought fit to con- 
tinue his Inſpiration in the Church, ha- 
man acquir'd Learning attain'd for the 
fame End, and applied to the ſame ſes, 
inſpir'd Learning was ſubſervient 
to, * muſt by the ſame Argument be 
E 2 al- 
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allow'd. * have anſwer d two 
main Articles of your Charge againſt 
Learning: it's Er a 4 to 
the Knowledge of what Chriſtianity 
teaches; and its being frequently dif- 
countenanc'd in Scripture, Your other 
Aſſertion, That thoſe who profeſs it 
aim at nothing but Preferment or Re- 
putation ; is falſe, in as many Inſtances” 
as there are Men of Godlineſs, and 
Learning. And as for thoſe who apply 
it to thoſe unjuſtifiable Ends, they abuſe 
it, and pervert a good thing to ill pur- 


M. Well then, ſuppoſing the lawful- 
neſs of Learning in a Miniſter, where's 
the Neceſſity of it ? 

. I can't ſay there's ſuch a Neceſſity 
for Learning in a Miniſter, that he 
can't be capable of that Character with- 
out it. But tis ſo bight convenient, that 
tis pity there ſhould be any Miniſter 
unqualified that way. 

M. la what does this great Uſe- 
fulneſs of Learning conſiſt > for I 


muſt confeſs, that I can't yet appre- 
hend it, 


T. It 
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T. It conſiſts in this, that 'tis a great 
help to the Miniſter, tow'rds the due in- 
ſtruction of hisCongregation,and tow'rds 
8 maintaining his Religion againſt all 

M. Make me underſtand in what 
manner 'tis a help to him, tow'rd 
the due inſtruction of his Congrega- 


ri0n, | 
. To the due inſtrufion of a Con- 
ion is requir'd, that the Prea- 
cher's Diſcourſe be pertinent through- 
out to his Subject; that his Expreſions 
be proper, clear, and intelligible; that 
his Method be diſtin, and without 
Confufion ; in ſhort, that what he ſays 
be adapted to the Memory, and worth 
remembring. In all theſe Articles, 
Learning is very uſeful, and almoſt 
— for by it he treaſures up a 
Stuck o ts, and Notions, which 
he can draw out upon all Occaſions, 
and to all Uſes ; and this enables him 
to talk pertinently upon all Subjects; 
His Knowledge is inlarg'd, and He 
has a greater compaſs of Underſtan- 
ding: He has Thoughts, and Words 
at command, and never wants ſome- 
what to ſay, ſuitable to any Occa- 
ſion. 


_— 
ſion. Oa the contrary, for want of 
Learning, the Preacher's Soul is crawp'd 
into a narrow compaſs, his Thoughts 
are confin'd, and he's forc'd to fay 
the ſame thing over, and over again : 
Let his Subject be what it will, 
hear one his Sermons, and you 
have his whole Body of Divinity at 
once. If he preaches from Geneffr 
to the Revelations'; he never tells 
you any thing, but that you muſt 
come to Chriſt ; unleſs perhaps, for 
your diverſion, he lets you know, 
„that as thick as you ſtand, you 
« will make room enough for the 
« Word of GOD, to fall down on 
the Ground between you. In ſhort, 
whenever he mounts the Pulpit, his 
whole Diſcourſe is at gef but Truth 
impertinently deliver d; He muſt fay 
ſomewhat, bit is ignorant of what 
ht to be faid. And, as Learning 
e exciting tf Ke 

pable of 'exercifing it (elf pert 
upon any Scheck ſo it liſhes the 
— 2 — .- a = was 
pr 7, A ruouily,. t 
9 l that he ſel- 
dom delivers his Mind in unintelligible 
Phraſes ; 
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Phraſes ; he never conſounds his Au- 


ditory with Jargon, and Cant ; nor 
amuſes em with © ſetting their Affe- 
* ions on the Offices of Chriſt. By 
Learning alſo He gets the Art of 
Met bodixing a Diſcourſe, his Thoughts 
and Words are well d:{ciplind, and 
regulated ; and by their connexion, 
and dependance upon one another, 
they are retain'd more eaſily by their 
Hearers. When on the . contrary, a 
diſorderly heap of confuled Words, 
and Notiqns, pals by like a Crowd, 
in- which no one Perſon is particular- 
ly taken notice of, Thus Learning is 
uſeful to a Preacher, in making his 
whole Diſcourſe pertinent, his Expreſ- 
fion clear, and his Method diſtini ; and 
by conſequence adapts what he ſays 
to the Memory of his Hearers, and 
makes it worth remembring. Whilſt 
your Ualearned Preacher farves the 
Souls of the poor gaping Auditory, 
with Impertinence ill enxpreß d. The 
principal Obſervations he makes to 
em, are ſuch as this: © Joſeph is a 
© Type of jeſus; for when he liv'd 
* with his Father Jacob, his Name 
* was Joſeph. When his — 

| * {old 
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« fold him to the Midianites, his Name 
* was Joſeph. When the Midianites 
„ ſold him to Potiphar, his Name was 
« Joſeph. When Potiphar caſt him in- 
„to Priſon, his Name was Tae 1 
* And when Pharaoh exalted him to 
* be Lord of all Egypt, his Name was 
„% JoSEPH' STILL. Thus Jeſus was 
* named by the Angel Jeſus. Whilſt 
4 He livid with his Mother Mary, 
4 his Name was Jeſus. When be was 
„ baptiz'd of Fobw, his Name was Jeſus, 
When he preacht the Goſpel, his Name 
« was Jeſus When he was ſeourg' d 
4 by the Jews, his Name was 15 
« When he was crucified upon the 
© Croſs, his Name was Jeſus, When 
« he aroſe from the Dead, his Name 
« was Jeſus. And now he is in Heaven, 
„his Name is Je$us STILL, This 
is a more Ridiculous Obſervation, and 
much to the fame purpoſe with his, 
who told his Congregation, that SELAH 
in the Old Teſtament, was a Type of 
AMEN in the New. A Man of Lear- 
ning would never tell you, That “ the 
three Ingredjents of Hell- Fire, are, 


1, 


in a Sermon of Mr. 7 
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* xf7, Heat without Light. 2h, Eter- 
& nity. 34ly, Unquenchableneſs. If 
you were to give your Maid the In- 
gredients of a Cowſlip- Pudding, dye 
think ir 2 ſtartle her, to hear 

ou, inſtead of naming 8, Bread, 
U. tell her, there muſt yellow - 
neſs, roundneſs, and unſquareneſs in 
K* 

M. Perhaps Learning may contribute 
no to the better inſtruct ing the 
People ; But how will you make out 
_ other Aſſertion, that it contri- 

utes to the Defence of Religion ? I 
have been told, that as we draw the 
whole of our Faith and Practiſe out of 
Scripture, ſo we ought to recutr thithe? 
for the ſupport and of em. And 
this a Man may do without Learning, 
ſince we have the Scriptures in our Mo- 
ther Tongue. | 

7. This, if true, holds in this caſe 
only ; where you are to diſpute with 
one, that owns the Scripture for the 
Principle of our Faith, and Practice ; 
and likewiſe acquieſces in the preſent 
Interpretation we have of it. But what 
will you do, when you come to — 

F wit 


[49 
with s cunning Heretick, that denies 
both or either of theſe ? How will you 
defend the Scripture it ſelf, or its In- 
terpretation 2 How will you prove 
the Canon of it, or convince Him of 
the falſe Gloſſes He makes? An un- 
learned Man muſt here give «p the 
Caufe of Religion; ſince He can't prove, 
both, that the Scriptures are the true 
and perfet Rule of it; and that we 
have a full and genuine Collection of 
the Scriptures. And now to app! 
this to Mr. 7. Do you thi 
He can be capable of thus defending his 
Religion, when his Friends at / Cc. 
H-—— (ay, he cannot read Written 
hand? And I believe there may be 
D——;, who can't read what is prin» 
ted. 
M. Pray what is this Mr. D— ? 
7. *Twill be hard to give you Ore 
Character of him; but by what I have 
heard, he is in Diſcipline an Indepen- 
dant, in Principle an Antinomian, and 
in truth a» Enthbufiaſt. His Friends un- 
happily beſtow'd a ſmattering of Lear» 
ning upon him, which he has, as un- 
happily 
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employ'd, in confounding his 
, and diſturbing other Peo- 
Profeſſion He's a Religion- 
„having left that of « Pe- 
it would have been better 
Religion, had he been a Bel. 
. By his new fangled No- 
He has ſeduc'd a number of Ig- 
le, to a pretended Worſhip, 

as ſoon as They are met to- 
a barking, howling, 
, booting, dancing, and 
ricks, and = with 
m,. they act t now not 
what: but, like the a Dicple of 
Bacchus, run madding about in a thou- 
ſand ridiculous poſtures. This is tho 
Man who has ſent us Theſe precious 
Lights into the Church ; ſuch as 
Mr. 7, Mr. e, and many 
others that might be named, the na- 
tural Fruit of ſo hopeful a Tree : 
Theſe, tho They can't bewitch Peo- 
ple like their Maſter, as being belike 
not very apt Scholars; yet no les 
miflead them from the true Paths of 
Knowledge ; and ſcatter their perni- 
cious Principles abroad like the Ene- 
F 2 my 5 
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ane 
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7 FX, of 
ſupplying their want 
s Tares ; ur us 


nce by Noiſe, an 
by Impudence. 

M. And yet you own Mr. D--—; 
bas Learning: and I have heard that 
Mr. Nie is a Scholar. 

T. They have a left banded Lear 
ing, that always flies askew, and miſſes 
the Mark; a Twilight of Knowledge, 
by which they can fee nothing di- 
ſtintly. Thele fort of Men have a 
Principle of Darkneſs in em: whence 
it proceeds I know not, whether from 
their Pride, or from ſome ſupernatu- 
ral Deluſion, that the cleareli Rays of 
Learning can't pierce ſo far, as to en- 
lighten their Minds, but only dazle 
and confound em. Even a Man with» 
out Learning may ſee the plain mean» 

ing of this Text, Eccieſ. X. 20. Carſe 
wet the King, no not in thy thought ; 
and curſe not the Rich in thy Bed- 
chamber : for a Bird of the air fhal 
carry the Voice, and that which bath 
Wings ſhall tell the matter. But Mr. 
5 his Learning, | remember, was 
pleas'd to contound the Text by this 
explication, * The King, and the _ 
an, 


t of Judgment 


— Well Neighbour, I'll conſider of 
what you'veaid z for I begin to think, 
I — been in the ur all this 
While, And I believe that may find 
out better Preachers, among our Peo- 
* thoſe I have hi o fob 


7. You may. And if you'll take 
my Judgment along with you, for 
depth of Judgment, and weighty [n- 
Siruttion, hear Mr. C———»s. For 
Plain Truth, and familiar Perſwafron, 
Mr. M-——rs. For good Manly Sence 
drefſid in the Ornaments of Juſt Rhe- 


torick, 


[ 44) 


torick, Mr. 5. and Mr. 7 ft. 
A-d- you'll ſoon learn to deſpiſe the 
Herd of little Pretenders, ſo much ad- 
mir d by the ignorant Vulgar. 
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